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come back to this one. Why? Whenever I read it it’s still an adventure I never expect.
All of Adrienne Kress’ characters are weird, and well-described. The adventure takes twists 

you never expect. And then there is Kress’ good sense of humor.  Alex and the Ironic Gentle-
man inspires me to be descriptive in my own stories, and to use a lot of imagination and 
humor in my writing.

I was excited when Adrienne Kress agreed to answer a few questions for me. Talking to one 
of my favorite authors was a thrilling experience! I am very happy to share Adrienne Kress 
with you. 
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Anyone who knows me well, 
knows Adrienne Kress’ 2007 novel 
Alex and the Ironic Gentleman is 
my favorite book and has been for a 
couple of years now. I have read a lot 
of excellent books, but I always 

A bit about Alex and the Ironic Gentleman before we continue on to the acutal interview:

School (and Life in general) becomes much more interesting for 10 1/2 -year-old Alex Morningside when 
Mr. Underwood begins teaching at Wigpowder-Steele Academy. He teaches her fencing and makes classroom 
lessons infi netly more fun. When he becomes a family friend Alex becomes privy to who Mr. Underwood 
really is and how he is connected to the famed Wigpowder treasure. When he is kidnapped by the pirates of 
the ship called The Ironic Gentleman, all kinds of trouble ensues and Alex soon fi nds herself intent on Mr. 
Underwood’s rescue.

While racing toward the port town of Port Cullis in pursuit of Mr. Underwood and his captors, Alex.must 
avoid her own capture by the tenacious (and terrifying) Daughters of the Founding Fathers’ Preservation 
Society. Along her cross-country adventure, Alex encounters her own “mad tea party,” the Extremely Ginor-
mous Octopus, Lord Poppingjay with his musical company, and Captain Magnanimous, to name a few color-
ful characters.

Alex and the Ironic Gentleman is a highly imaginative and thoroughly entertaining adventure that concerns 
itself, among other things, with Loyalty, Ingenuity, and the Ironic. The villains are amongst the scariest you’ll 
fi nd, and I know I will be minding the railway janitor from here on out. This novel truly is a must read.   ~L



What inspired you to write Alex and the Ironic Gentleman?
     Well I really love children’s books in general (am a huge Harry Potterphile), and it sort of occurred 
to me one day that maybe I should try writing one (up until then I’d been writing plays, and novels for 
adults).  I was in the town of Bath, UK at the time, and the location served as an excellent source of 
inspiration:  the bridge with the stores on it, the old grand homes, there was even a doorknob store. And 
then I decided to just put everything I liked into one book, so teachers (my whole family are teachers), 

pirates, art deco party trains . . . the Lord Popinjay sequence 
was inspired by my many jobs as a Temp. And of course 
Alex had to be a girl because I am a girl, and the name 
“Alex” was one I used a lot back when I played make 
believe.

I love to write as well and I base several of my characters 
on people I have encountered. Did you think of anyone 
in particular while writing your characters? (In a novel 
I am working on, two of my characters are bad and they 
are based on real life people.)
     Oh yes.  I can make a list for you if you’d like:

In ALEX -   Giggles is based on the cat I had when I was a kid/teenager – Ginger.

Heather is based on my friend . . . Heather.  And her father in real life is also a dentist just like in the book 
(in fact, he’s my dentist).

Coriander the Conjurer, De Wit, Tanaka and Fenelle the Scribe are also based on my friends.

Francesca, O’Connell and Shakespeare are based on my housemates I was living with at the time of writ-
ing the book (and they were indeed Italian, Irish and British respectively – and O’Connell and Shakespeare 
weren’t brothers but did bond over poker).

Charles on the train was based on the actor George Sanders.

And the Extremely Ginormous Octopus was based on those classic British actors like Alec Guinness and 
Peter O’Toole.
In TIMOTHY –

Sarah is based on my friend . . . Sarah.

Sir Bazalgette and Edmund are based on the architect Sir John Soane and his son.

Daniel Fiberman might have just slightly been inspired by Richard Branson (get it?  Fiber Man, Bran Son . 
. . ? Uh.  Yeah.). 

Duchess Rose was based on the real life pirate Ching Shih.

And the fi sh herder was based on Steve Irwin the Crocodile Hunter.
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Interview  w/ Adrienne Kress

What is your favorite part about writing a story?
     I really love creating new characters.  In fact there have been times that my editor has had to ask me to 
get rid of some of my characters because I can go a bit overboard with how many I introduce.  There were 
WAY more named pirates on the Ironic Gentleman than what you read now.

Do you like cats? (You certainly are great at describing Giggles)
      Yes.  As I mentioned above, Giggles is based on my cat from my childhood (he had . . . violent         
tendencies . . . but only towards strangers, he loved us very much).  And I just got an orange and white cat 
last summer called Atticus.  He’s awesome.  And much more friendly towards people he doesn’t know than 
Ginger was.  He just loves feet.  Don’t ask me why.

     One thing that is very important to remember is if you are going to base characters on your friends and 
make it fairly obvious that you are doing so, you’d better let them know you’re doing it.  Because even if 
it’s a complimentary character, you just never know how people are going to react.  All my friends know 
they are in my books and who they are in them.

    It’s a lot of fun to use a real life person as an inspiration starting off point.  But another thing to keep 
in mind when doing so is that you are still free to take license with this character.  That you don’t have to 
make the character EXACTLY like the person you are basing him on.  Otherwise you might feel trapped, 
thinking, “Well so and so would never do that . . .”  Your character is still YOUR character.  He can be 
whoever you want him to be.

many I introduce.  There were 

Which old lady from your book creeps you out the most? (For me it’s 
Poppy. Ugh.)
        Agree.

Have you ever crossed the red rope?
     No.  I have always been a very good follower of the rules.  But I have been sorely tempted to cross the 
red rope, especially because I’ve always wanted to play make believe in the rooms of oldy timey homes.  
So I think my having Alex cross over it was a form of wish fulfi llment.

How long did it take you to come up with and write ALL of Lord Popinjay’s Songs?

     I think Lord Popinjay only has one song, but it is complicated with many elements and different people 
singing different parts.  It didn’t take me too long.  I am a big fan of musicals so the style comes naturally 
to me.  I also write a lot of rhyming poetry (for friends and special occasions etc), so it’s something I’m 
used to.  Both his song and The Ballad of the Infamous Wigpowder (which actually has a tune to it and 
everything) probably took as long as it took to write a short scene.

What was your favorite scene to write?
     I love the train sequence, but it was a lot of hard work to write it.  It’s diffi cult to write the same scene 
over and over again and not be boring.  I guess the most effortless and fun scene for me to write would, 
once again, be the scene at the Duke’s Elbow with the Extremely Ginormous Octopus.
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Interview  w/ Adrienne Kress

Alex and the Ironic Gentleman is certainly a novel to be proud of, did you have any anxieties with 
your next novel, was it hard to follow? Or did the writing and publishing experience build greater 
confi dence? 
     It’s a strange combination of both.  I feel my writing got stronger with the sequel to ALEX, TIMOTHY 
AND THE DRAGON’S GATE.  But writing it was a lot harder.  I had written ALEX for fun, no pressure, 
just to write a story.  But TIMOTHY was another matter.  See I’d sold ALEX to a publisher as a two-book 
deal which meant I had to write TIMOTHY (I mean, I also wanted to of course).  There was a lot more 
pressure in living up to the writing in ALEX with TIMOTHY, and also, for the fi rst time, a writing dead-
line.  Plus Timothy’s story required more research.  I had to learn all about Chinese Dragons and China in 
general.  Still, even though it was hard, and there were days I wasn’t sure I’d be able to do it, I am now so 
proud of the book.

Do you like solving riddles? If so try to solve 
this: What grows when you feed it but dies 
when you give it water?
     I do.  But I have to admit this one had me 
stumped.  So I asked my dad.  His answer was 
“fi re”.  Is it right? 

[N: Yes.]

Do you have any good advice for young writers?
     There’s a lot of pragmatic advice one can give about story structure and how to get published and so on.  
And I’ve written a lot of posts on the subject over at my blog: http://ididntchoosethis.blogspot.com/   But 
really I tend to give two general pieces of advice.

     The fi rst is to read and write.  A lot.  Just read as much as you can and write as much as you can.  And 
when you’re reading, read everything.  Read the classics, read modern books, read your favourite genre, 
read your least favourite genre.  Read poems and plays.  Read comic books.  Just read.  Everything you 
read will help contribute in the end to your writing, to your own style.  You asked earlier about my songs, 
well I wouldn’t have ever thought of structuring a song like Lord Popinjay’s had I not been very familiar 
with plays and their structure.  And write.  Just write and write and write.  Write everything and anything.  
Just write.

     The second piece of advice is not to be scared of failing.  Embrace failing.  Like in the Disney fi lm 
MEET THE ROBINSONS when when an invention fails they have a big party because they learned some-
thing. Try stuff.  Play around with ideas.  If it doesn’t work, it’s okay.  You’ve learned something.  But take 
risks with your writing, and have fun with it.  Don’t worry about it being perfect, not at this stage.  At this 
stage you just need to play.  
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The cover art illustrations for both Alex and the Ironic Gentleman and Timothy and the Dragon’s Gate are by the 
very talented John Rocco. check out his site: www.roccoart.com, you are sure to recognize some of his pieces.



Interview  w/ Adrienne Kress

A bit about the Author:

Adrienne Kress was born, raised, and is currently residing in Toronto, Canada. She is a writer (to in-
clude playwright), actress, and director. “It was only natural that Adrienne, the daughter of two high school 
English teachers, should fall in love with both creating and performing the written word.” She has proven 
successful in both the publishing world and the theatrical. 

Adrienne Kress’ debut novel, Alex and the Ironic Gentleman (Weinstein Books) immediately caught 
international attention. The sequel, Timothy and the Dragon’s Gate (Weinstein, 2009) provided similar ap-
peal. Ms. Kress has since published in two 2011 anthologies: Corsets & Clockwork (Running Press Kids), 
and The Girl Who Was on Fire: Your Favorite Authors on Suzanne Collins’ Hunger Games (Smart Pop). 
Her Young Adult novel debut, The Friday Society, will be released by Dial in 2012.

Please check out her website (wherein the above quote may be found under “about adrienne”), www.
adriennekress.com and her blog, ididntchoosethis.blogspot.com.  Ms. Kress is talented and personable, any 
attention we can send her way is well-deserved.

            ~L

{ 18 }

Timothy encounters a force to be reckoned with. No, not the Man in the Beige Linen Suit, though he is 
daunting. I was referring to Alex Morningside. The two set out on a daring rescue mission where there be 
proper pirates and uncertain outcomes. 

Adrienne Kress seeps her stories in the wonderfully bizaare, terribly perilous, and rip-roariously good 
fun! Timothy and the Dragon’s Gate casts brilliantly eccentric characters and a protagonist that will possi-
bly annoy and very probably astonish. 

Ms. Kress keeps the Reader on their toes as only the unexpected could be expected. We learn of where 
we’re going, the Dragon’s Gate, but how Timothy will get Mr. Shen there, who they will meet along the 
way, and whether they will actually succeed is unforeseeable. If you are not in for the ridiculous or the un-
predictable, Timothy and the Dragon’s Gate is not the novel for you. For everyone else who likes to pepper 
their reads with the truly imaginative and transportive adventure novel...

~L

And now a bit about Timothy and the Dragon’s Gate before you continue on.

11-year-old Timothy Rainwater has been expelled from the last school 
in the city who would take him. His father puts him to work at his com-
pany in the “Tall and Imposing Tower of Doom.” Here, Timothy meets the 
Chinese mailroom clerk, a mysterious Mr. Shen who is not at all what he 
seems--or is he?

The ancient Mr. Shen is really a dragon trapped in human body and 
Timothy has just become his keeper. It is up to Timothy to help Mr. Shen 
to return to his true form by getting him to the Dragon’s Gate during the 
festival of the 125th year of the dragon. It becomes a race against time and 
an eclectic assortment of villains who would thwart them at every turn. 
But nothing and no one is as big an obstacle as Timothy is to himself and 
Mr. Shen. Timothy wears self-preservation and self-interest on his sleeve 
where a heart could be. Mr. Shen’s true form isn’t the only one trapped 
inside a human body.

When Mr. Shen is taken by the evil Man in the Beige Linen Suit, 


